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Those were the days Kim

About seven years ago in late summer, Lai Kuen and | were at the Hong Kong International
Airport to say farewell to our daughter Esther who would go to England to study at a boarding
school. She was accompanied by my colleague’s daughter Cindy who would be her classmate.
Cindy’s mother could not stop her tears since none of the parents were going together with
their daughters. Finally we watched our daughters entering the restricted area after saying a
prayer together.

Being left alone Esther had to encountered many difficulties in particular the language
problem. Butshe tried hard and learnt hard. She even chose to share a room with two other
natives in order to sharpen her English language. Though we were worrying about her
adaptation to her new environment, we could do nothing but to pray for her, knowing and
trusting that God would look after her. She attended a Baptist Church located near the
boarding school every Sunday and made some friends. By that time there was no “whatsapp”

and we could only use international calls by phones for communication once a week.

After two years of hard work, Esther got a place in the university and studied there for four
years. We attended her graduation ceremony with great joy. This was the first time that the
whole family was united together in England after six years of separation. We then moved to

the accommodation provided by the hospital where Esther attended her training for one year.

Initially Esther was quite unhappy while working in the hospital due to lack of friends. We
had to thank God that we were there to accompany her.  After some time she was happy again
because she had made some friends in particular a junior doctor from Malaysia. They played

badminton together during their leisure time.

After about two months Lai Kuen and | planned to visit Dandy who was staying in England,
and then together we would visit uncle Peter and aunt Chu. Unwillingly this was called off due
to some urgent matters. Lai Kuen and | had to buy the air tickets and went back to Hong Kong
inahurry. Since we were not sure when we would go back to Hong Kong hence we only bought

a one way tickets to England.

While we were staying in England we joined a local tour to visit Iceland for five days. Half
way through | received an urgent message from my previous boss who invited me to go back to
Hong Kong immediately to work on a new project which required speedy completion. This
was one of the reason which | had to return to Hong Kong unexpectedly. It was hard work but

the reward was far beyond my expectation. |though this might be God’s compensation for my




sacrifice many years ago. By that time | was invited to join the construction group for building
our new church. In order to have more time to serve God, | had to resign from a private
company and joined the government with reduced wages. Now that God had rewarded me
with many folds and | remembered His word in Malachi 3:10 “Bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD
of hosts, if | will not open the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall

not be room enough to receive it.”.

We also thank God that Esther was offered a place to work in a hospital in Manchester,
England after her training and that we have good health to serve Him.
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